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THE LOTUS 

MAGAZINE 

THE COMING SALE OF PART II OF 
THE ROBERT HOE LIBRARY 

HE sale of the Robert Hoe library having re 
^ solved itself, perforce of sijje, into a series of sales, 
the second part of the library will be sold early 
in the coming year in the galleries of the Ander" 
son Auction Company. Robert Hoe was a dis' 
criminating collector, but even he probably 
never dreamed that the books from Ins library 
sold last sprii^ in the samegalleries, would fetch 
within less than ^3,000 of a million. The actual 
total was ^^997,363 and the sale has been spoken 
of as the "greatest auction in the history of 
literature." Without doubt a notable event. 

Certain sensational features of that sale readily will be 
recalled. They included the record price for a book, 1^50,000, 
which was paid by Henry E. Huntington for a Gutenberg 
Bible on vellum. Another keen competition, that over Cax' 
ton's edition of Sir Thomas Mallory's "Morte d' Arthur,'" 
resulted in the acquisition of that rarity by Mr. Morgan for 
^42,800. But even when the prices were smaller there were 
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circumstances that made them interesting. Gray's "Elegy"' 
at ^4,500 doesn't sound "big." But consider that in 1751 it 
could have been bought for sixpence! 

However, all this is in the past. The question now being 
asked is, "Will the record of that first sale be maintained, or 
will the humbler bibliophile, who has only a million or two 
to spare for books, be able to enter the lists?" Disconcerting 
as it was to watch the first Hoe sale pass like a ju^emaut 
over the hopes of those eager lovers of books whose means 
were not unlimited, there is likelihood that the process will 
be repeated at the second. For in the catalogue are many of 
the "things" that are to be desired, and when it is a Morgan, 
a Widener, or a Huntington who desires them, what can the 
book-lover who is only a millionaire in a small way do, but 
remain a mere looker on in Vienna. Even that, however, 
has its compensations. A Hoe sale appeals to the emotions. 
A theatrical manager would call it a good show and full of 
action firom the rapid fire discharge of the first small bids to the 
booming of the big guns whose every shot shatters a record. 

The second part of the Hoe library contains many import" 
ant, interesting and rare items. Although numerous remark- 
able missals and "Hours" were in last spring's sale, there is 
in the present catalogue a selection representing various styles, 
schools, and periods, and illustrating the whole art of manu- 
script illimiination. The majority not only are in good but 
in immaculate condition. A Latin manuscript of the second 
part of the fifteenth century has the arms of King Matthias 
Corvinus, of Hungary. Doubtless the manuscript was ex" 
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ecuted for him. An Italian manuscript of the latter part of 
the same century was executed for Pasquale Dia^ Garlon, 
Castellano of Napoli. There is a thirteenth century Vulgate, 
a manuscript of 446 leaves with 131 fine ornamental initials 
painted in colors. Experts will be attracted by a translation 
of Boccaccio, on vellum, 1409. Illuminated manuscripts, like 
this, of a secular character are rare. A book of Hours, con' 
taining 187 leaves, and traceable by the saints that are pictured 
in it to the Northeast of France, is one of die most beautiful 
manuscripts executed in that section. A Spanish inscription 
shows that it had been examined by the Inquisition. Thirty 
nine miniatures embellish a magnificent manuscript in Gothic 
characters on vellimi; and in another, executed in the fifteendi 
century for the second wife of Jean II, Due de Bourbon, the 
large miniatures are so good that they recall the best work 
of Jean Foucquet. One of them, representing the Virgin 
crowned as a queen and attended by angels, administering 
the sacrament to St. Avia, is of great charm in addition to its 
interest from the unusual character of the subject. Anodier 
manuscript has paintings remarkable for architectural details, 
vigorous drawing and beauty of color. Two Arabic manu' 
scripts on native glared paper, and a Persian manuscript of 
no less than 418 leaves embellished with fuU'page miniature 
paintings are among the treasures of the collection. Then, of 
course, there is the famous To\irain missal, the miniatures, 
remarkable for correctness of design, execution, and coloring, 
being among the best productions of the Tourain school. 
Whether the bindings Mr. Hoe had made for himself are 
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beautiful or not is a question of individual taste, but he ac 
quired, among the 200 books especially catalogued under 
bindings, examples of the most famous binders of the past. 
The pri^e item in this part of the sale is the so-called "Mon- 
nier Mosaic." This is the Paris 1690 edition of Limitation 
de Jesus Christ, a book worth in itself perhaps a dollar, but 
supposedly raised in value by the binding to ^5,000 or more. 
That great artist in leather, Monnier, executed it about the 
middle of the eighteenth century and was so proud of it 
that he signed it six times, once on each outside and twice 
on each inside cover. 

The binding is in old French citron morocco, the sides and 
back worked in a mosaic in red, green, ivory and dark brown 
morocco with gilt toolings. The doublure is of olive morocco 
richly tooled and gilt in an ornamental design in the Louis 
XV style, gilt end papers and gilt painted edges. The mosaic 
designs represent personages in Chinese costume among pa- 
godas, flowers and animals, including a parrot, a dog and a 
camel led by a negro. The decoration might have been taken 
from a Chinese vase. It goes without saying that this bind' 
ing is curiously inappropriate to the book, a fact evidently 
appreciated by Mr. Hoe, in whose own catalogue to his 
library it is described as a Biblical subject^-surely a great 
stretch of imagination. 

Other volumes distinguished for their binding bear the 
arms of Queen Marie Antoinette, Queen Marie de Medici, 
Queen Henriette Maria and the Pompadour. Anne of Aus' 
txia was the owner of one of the books and another proba- 
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bly was bound for Marguerite de Valois. In fact, royal per' 
sonages figure considerably in the Hoe list of fine bindings. 
Then there is the Aristotle printed in Paris in 1554 and 
bound in England for Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, the 
fevorite of Queen Eliziabeth. From the library of Henri II 
and Diane de Poictiers came the Aldine Theophrastus print' 
ed in Venice in 1497, ^ wonderfully fine example. Munster's 
La Cosmographie UniverseUe, printed in 1556, is in contem' 
porary French binding. Its gilt medallions commemorate 
the wars of Henri II. 

The second Hoe sale, like die first, is rich in early printed 
books. Among these incunabula is another Gutenberg Bible 
and while on paper, instead of on vellum like the one sold 
last spring, it has the distinction of being in two volimies and 
perfect and genuine throughout. The copy is one of few 
with portions printed in red. The binding is by Mercier. 
Even the layman hardly need be told that the Gutenberg 
Bible is the first book printed from movable type. The Hoe 
copy of "Communycacyon Bytwene God and Man,'' printed 
in London by Wynken de Worde about 1499, seems to be 
utterly unknown even to bibliographers. Here, too, is the 
book that may be said to mark the birth of English romance 
—the first edition of Chaucer s Canterbury Tales, printed 
at Westminster by William Caxton, about 1477. This is the 
fourth or fifth book printed in England, and only eleven 
copies are known. Of these only two, one in the British 
Museum and the other at Morton College, Oxford, are per' 
feet. The Hoe copy probably is the best that ever will be 
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offered for sale. A Caxton, the Polycronicon, which the 
printer himself translated, is perfect save for three missing 
blank leaves. A Pliny, printed on vellum by Jenson at Venice, 
1476, is in immaculate condition. Here, too, is one of the four 
known copies of the Rerum Venetarum, of Sabellicus, print' 
ed at Venice in 1487 with the Jenson types. This copy was 
presented to Marco Barbarigo, Doge of Venice, whose arms, 
painted in gold and colors, appear on the first page. The 
Chronicle of England, printed at St. Albans in 1483, is an' 
otiier book of which the copy in the Hoe Hbrary is one of 
very few— only eight— known, all but one imperfect. The 
Hoe copy has twenty-seven leaves in facsimile and 260 gen^- 
uine leaves. Such are some of the very rare items in a de- 
partment in which everything is rare. 

Early English literature was Mr. Hoe's great specialty. 
Thus the Venus and Adonis in the coming sale is an extra- 
ordinary item, having the original vellum binding; The only 
other copy known is in the British Museum. The only per- 
fect copy of Queen Elizabeth's Prayer Book, London 1569, 
is in Lambeth Palace. For many years it was supposed to be 
unique. But tiiere is a Hoe copy and in remarkable condition. 
The copy of Milton's Paradise Lost, not only is the exceed- 
ingly rare first issue of the first edition with the title-page in 
its first state, but is in the original binding. Of the first English 
edition of Froissart's Chronicles, printed in London, in 1525, 
the Hoe copy is one of the finest in existence. Fisher's Treatise, 
printed by Wynken de Worde in 1508, the first edition, is 
exceedingly rare, and the second edition, which is equally 
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rare, is likewise in fine condition. It has been said that Lud" 
gate's translation of the history of Troy, printed by Pjmson, 
London, 1 5 1 3, did not exist in a perfect copy. The Hoe copy, 
however, is genuine, fresh and perfect throughout. Of the 
two copies known of Meddleton s political play, A Game at 
Chesse, printed in 1625, one is in the University Hbrary at 
Cambridge, so that the coming opportunity to purchase the 
other known copy, that in the Hoe Hbrary, probably is the 
last that collectors will ever have. 

In the sale there will be fortynine titles of books by Isaac 
Walton, and Walton and Cotton, with tall and attractive 
copies of the first five editions of the Angler. Spenser's Com- 
plaints, London, 1591, seems to be one of two copies. The 
Faerie Queen, 1595-1596, was John Evelyn's copy. The fly- 
leaf has seventeen lines in his autograph. The copy embraces 
the second edition of the first part and the first edition of the 
second, and bound with it is the first edition of Colin Clout. 
In Arnold's Chronicle, Antwerp, about 1503, and a perfect 
copy of the first edition, will be found the femous ballad of 
"The Nut-brown Maid"— her first appearance in English. 
Of Shakesperiana the Second FoHo is a very fine and large 
copy in a Bedford binding. The Third Folio, bound by 
Mercier, has Ben Jonson's verses on a separate leaf The 
Fourth Folio is one of the rare issues. There are three quartos, 
of tiiree of the spurious plays, and a second edition of Lear 
in a binding by David. 

There are rarities of later English literature; the Ameri- 
cana include the first edition of the four voyages of Vespuc- 
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cius, one of the four known copies, which also is the only 
copy ever owned by an American, the other copies being in 
national libraries abroad; and there is a department of French 
books, including Farmers General editions, which, despite a 
certain ponderousness of luxury, are much pri2;ed. 

Doubtless there will be as much rivalry of competition at 
this second Hoe sale as there was at the first, when the Herald 
cleverly described the episode of the bidding on the Caxton 
edition of Sir William Mallory's "Morte d' Arthur'' as if it. 
had been a medieval joust. 

And, indeed, "those who in the olden time stood at the 
marge of the meadow hard by Camelot could not have 
watched with keener interest the issue of the combats of 
horsed warriors than did the spectators of this struggle for 
the ownership of the precious reHc in the small theatre in the 
Anderson establishment. The prizie was described from first 
blank leaf to colophon by the master of the bids, Mr. Sidney 
Hodgson, of Albion. The first challenge was from Miss Belle 
Greene, Hbrarian of Mr. Morgan, who flared into the lists 
with gray plume nodding over a shimmering garb of black. 

"'Five thousand dollars,' she called. 

" 'Ten thousand dollars,' quoth George D. Smith, that puis' 
sant squire of Henry of Huntington. 

"'Fifteen thousand dollars,' came from the voice of Sir 
Luther Livingstone, of Dodd and Livingstone. 

"Then it was that bid rang on bid and the champions ad' 
dressed themselves each to the other at frill tilt, until Sir 
Livingstone was hurled down and borne from this tourney 
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by his faithful partner, Sir Dodd. Sir George Smith spurred 
him into the lists. 'Thirty-five thousand and'—. 

"Then came again the fairest champion of all, the studious 
damosel. 'Forty thousand,' quoth she, and met challenge 
with counter-challenge until at ^42,800 the firiend of Henry 
of Huntington was unhorsed with a crash and there came 
great applause as the book was borne away by the fair young 
champion of these lists. So ended the joyous story of the 
getting of this worthy work of Master Caxton." 

May all the great collectors be present in person or by 
proxy at the coming sale; may there be many joxists such as 
took place for the possession of the "Morte d' Arthur ;" and, 
when it is all over, may the historian be able to chronicle 
another record breaking vendue of books. 
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